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Plaintiff’s Petition, State of Missouri v. James E. Head,
Linn County Circuit Court, June 1875.
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Deposition of William Garrett, State of Missouri v. James E. Head,
Linn County Circuit Court, June 1875.
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Deposition of William Myers, State of Missouri v. James
E. Head, Linn County Circuit Court, June 1875.
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Republican Thomas Clement Fletcher became Missouri’s 18th governor in the
final days of the Civil War. After taking office, Fletcher faced the considerable
challenge of controlling the vigilante violence that continued throughout the state
in the years following the war. After sending units of cavalry and infantry to
control bushwhackers in Jackson and Lafayette counties in December 1866,
Fletcher was attacked by editorials and letters in the Missouri Republican. The
newspaper claimed that the troops had been responsible for more violence than
they were intended to suppress. In February 1867, Fletcher sued the Republican’s
publishers for libel and asked for $100,000 in damages. Nine months later, both
parties agreed to dismiss the lawsuit and to pay their own legal expenses.

Above: Governor Thomas C. Fletcher.
Below: “A Proclamation Providing for the Enforcement of
Civil Law,” December 12, 1866, from Messages and

Proclamations of the Governors, volume V.
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Plaintiff’s Petition, Thomas C. Fletcher v. George Knapp
and John Knapp, St. Louis Circuit Court, February 1867.
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