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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE, "Our citizen soldiers were arrested and
imprisoned, State property was seized and
confiscated without warrant of law . . . and a
tyrant President . . . has crowned all those acts
of unconstitutional aggression by declaring war
against a number of States . . ."
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Excerpts from the session of the “Rebel Legislature”
in Neosho, Missouri, October 1861.
MistougState brcnnves The so called “Rebel Legislature” passed an article of secession from the
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All official state documents must bear the Great
Seal of the State of Missouri. When Governor

Jackson and other members of Missouri’s elected “An Act declaring the political ties heretofore existing
government fled Jefferson City in June 1861, they between the State of Missouri and the United State of
took this State Seal stamp with them. American dissolved,” from the session of the “Rebel

Missouri State Archives ‘, Legislature” in Neosho, Missouri, October 1861.
=T Missouri State Archives

S &, PROVISIONAL
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The evacuation of Missouri’s elected officials left a vacuum in
A e bt , * : Z the state capitol. Along with Governor Jackson, Lieutenant
25 /“/7%;-“;;‘: \ : @ o Pt Governor Thomas C. Reynolds had left to lead pro-Southern
SR LA military forces while Secretary of State B. F. Massey and State

Treasurer Alfred Morrison had both fled the capital city. Attorney

Piblioation proat of“An General J. Proctor Knott was imprisoned because he refused to

Ordinance Providing for take an oath of allegiance to the United States.

Certain Amendments to the Missouri Governor Hamilton Gamble.

Sff:if‘lt:‘/z‘fjmff‘fl Lt Mo e dreives Faced with the choice of accepting a Federal military government
or establishing a provisional government, the delegates of the

State Convention met once again in July 1861. They declared all
s ot e & e legislative and executive offices vacant and named former lawyer,
"...in order to vindicate PROGLAMATIONS S b o bty rn ot s o state legislator, and Missouri Supreme Court Judge Hamilton

the sovereignty of the State, O TAE ROVISION, 1L CoXSRNOR 4 SSaINg i e e Gamble to be the new governor of Missouri.

essarily seizing or injuring privale property. Such acts
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MESSAGES AND PROCLAMATIONS OF GOVERNOR HAMILTON ROWAN GAMBLE, 513

it 1 Avaner S, 1961 must be, and will be discountenanced, and there is every

it is necessary to vacate the e o AT T A it 11 S from 4 asail el el s by

3 i Liéut. Gen. Scott, and from the known disposition of Major

offices of Governor, Lieut. i DAL e o sriion ol Bt shoed) Gitnd| skl Momonct

that such oPPRESSIVE coNpuct on the part of the Military

To the People of the State of Missouri: will in a short time be arrested.

Governor, Secretary of State, Your dlgaes s in Consention have decided Thtre e many pais o the St 5 most untr-
that, in order to vindicale the sovereignty of the State, it tunate and unnatural condition of feeling among citizens,
was necessary to vacate the offices of Governor, Lieut. amounting to actual hostility, and leading often to scenes

and members of the General Goveraon, Sersary of Sat, and mernbers of the Geaere 1 ilanssand Booddheds 1nd sven nighoars f he s

Assembly, and to order an election to take place on the race have come to regard each other as ememies. This
first Monday of November next, to fill those offices with feeling, too, has originated in questions of a political

Assembly, and to order an e et et X e AT otk W

l % 1l th discharge the dutics of Chief Magistrate until that election tomed to consider a difference upon such questions as

can take place. affording no cause of hostility. Combinations have been

election . . . toﬁ these No argument will here be made in support of the action formed for carrying out schemes of violence by one class GOVERNOR HAMILTON ROWAN GAMBLE. 13

of the Convention. An address has been issued to you by against another, and by those holding one set of opinions *INAUGURAL ADDRESS

o/fices with persons of your that body, in which are set forth the necessities for the against others holding a different sel. ey eect this pacification of the State. It may be we have not

action, and the power under which they have acted. I Civil government in this State has no concern with adopted the best plan or the best mode of securing the ob-

GOVERNOR HAMILTON ROWAN GAMBLE.

PR could give you no stronger expression of my deliberate men's opinions, except to protect all in their undisturbed From the Procadings ofthe Missours Stae Consetion, pp. 134155 ject which we desire, but we have done what seemed to us
own choice. judgment that their action was both constitutional and enjoyment. It is only when they become the causes of X in our maturest judgment best caleulated to accomplish it.
necessary, than is afforded by my acceptance of the office acts that they bring those who entertin them into any Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention: And now, gentlemen, when you go forth to mingle with your
until the election can take place. responsibility o the laws. I feel greatly oppressed by the circumstances under fellow-citizens, it must depend upon you what shall be the
The choice thus made, of temporary or provisional ‘While this freedom of opinion is the right of all, and which T now stand before you. ~After a life spent in labor result of this experiment. 1f you desire the peace of the
Governor, will satisfy all that no countenance will be afforded while it is the duty of each to respect this right in others, 1 had hoped that T would be permitted to pass its evening State—if you carnestly desire it, then give thisexperiment
to any scheme or to any conduct calculated in any degree it is plainly the duty of the Government to suppress, as far in retirement. 1 have never coveted public office, never fair trial—give it a full opportunity of doveloping all its
to interfere with the institution of Slavery existing in the as practicable, all combinations Lo violate this right, and all desired public station. 1 have been content to discharge my powers of restoring peace. 1 ask of you— have a right to
State. To the very utmost extent of Exccutive power, violence arising from a_difference of opinion. Yel it is duties as a private citizen, and 1 hoped such would be my ask of every member of this Convention—that he and [
that institution will be protected. important that every well disposed citizen should remember, ot during the remainder of my life. Circumstances seemed should 50 act together as will redound to the common good
The choice of temporary Governor gives the further that the extreme and intemperate exercise of this right of to make it a duty for me when this Convention was first of our State. 1 feel 1 have a right to ask that when you have
assurance to all, that every effort will be made to stop expressing his opinions, often leads to unnecessary discord elected, to serve as one of its members, because the condi- by your voice placed me in such a position, that you shall
s tion of the State and country at large seemed to demand that unite with me your efforts and voice, instead of endeavoring

every citizen of the State should throw aside his own prefer- to prevent the result we all desire.  Unite all your efforts so
ences, choice, and even his own scheme of life, if necessary. that the good which is desired may be accomplished: and
in order to serve the country. In accordance with what T with the blesings of that Proidenco which ruls over al
NG g i i regarded as the obligation every citizen owes to the com- affairs, public and private, we may accomplish this end for
Above: Governor’s Proclamation on assuming office, August 3, 1861. ity of which he i & member, I allowed mysll to be which we have labored and which shall cause all the inhabi-
[ i3 i 2 chosen as a member of this body. I came here and endeay- tants of the State to rejoice.
Right: Excerpts from Governor Hamilton Gamble’s Inaugural o o o n Tcoud o serve he bet terstof the Stat Gl o the Convetin, what i i that we ar
p and you now have chosen o put upon me a still more on- now threatened with? We apprehend that we may soon be
Address, July 31, 1861, both from Messages and Proclamations of the crous and sl more distasteful daly——a duty from which I in that condition of anarchy in which a man when he goes
. shrink. Nothing but the manner in which it has been to bed with his family at night, does not know whether he
Governors, volume III. pressed upon me, ever would have induced me to yield my B 1l G rise again, or whether s House shall ramala io-
o ; personal objections Lo it. The members of this body, in tact until morning. That is the kind of danger; not merely
Missouri State Archives the present distracted state of the country, have come to a war between different divisions of the State, but a war
manifested that the office of Provi- between neighbors, so that when a man meets those with
whom he has associated from childhood, he begins to feel

that they are his enemies. We must avoid that. Itis terrible.
The scenes of the French revolution may be enacted in every
quarter of our State if we do not succeed in avoiding that
kind of war. We can do it if we are in earnest, and endeavor
with all our power. So far as I am concerned, I assure you
that it shall be the very highest object—the sole aim of every
official act of mine—to make sure that the people of the
State of Missouri can worship their God together, each

"It is terrible. The scenes of the French revolution
may be enacted in every quarter of our State if we
do not succeed in avoiding that kind of war."
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