o)ﬁ@e Itis a class A misdemeanor punishable, notwithstanding the provisions of section 560.021, RSMo, to the contrary, for a term of imprisonment not to exceed one year in the county jail or a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars or both, for anyoneto  County
& sign any initiative petition with any name other than his or her own, or knowingly to sign his or her name more than once for the same measure for the same election, or to sign a petition when such person knows he or she is not a registered voter.

INITIATIVE PETITION Page No
To the Honorable John R. Ashcroft, Secretary of State for the state of Missouri:
We, the undersigned, registered voters of the state of Missouri and County (or city of St. Louis), respectfully order that the following proposed amendment to the constitution shall be submitted to the voters of the state of Missouri, for their approval or
rejection, at the general election to be held on the 3rd day of November, 2026, and each for himself or herself says: | have personally signed this petition; | am a registered voter of the state of Missouri and County (or city of St. Louis); my registered
voting address and the name of the city, town or village in which [ live are correctly written after my name.
= [OFFICIAL BALLOT TITLE]
o
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& i CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF ?_mwm.ocmu. COUNTY OF I, being first duly sworn, say (print names of signers)
_ Signature _ Date Signed — Registered Voting Address _ Zip Code _ Cong. District _ Printed First and Last Name
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

signed this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his or her name thereto in my presence; | believe that each has stated his or her name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly, and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and

County (or city of St. Louis). FURTHERMORE, | HEREBY SWEAR OR AFFIRM UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT ALL STATEMENTS MADE BY ME ARE TRUE AND CORRECT AND THAT | HAVE NEVER BEEN CONVICTED OF, FOUND GUILTY OF, OR
PLED GUILTY TO ANY OFFENSE INVOLVING FORGERY. | am at least 18 years of age. | do___ donot ___ (check one) expect to be paid for circulating this petition. If paid, list the payer:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of JAD.
Signature of Affiant (Person obtaining signatures) Street Address of Affiant (Seal)

Printed Name of Affiant City, State and Zip Code of Affiant Signature of Notary Address of Notary



NOTICE: The proposed amendment revises Article 111 of the Constitution by adopting one new Section to be
known as Article 111, Section 54.

Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Section A. Article 111 of the Constitution is revised by adopting one new Section to be known as Article III,
Section 54 to read as follows:

wcakenmg citizens’ direct lawmaking power. For the purposes of this subsection, the term “weakening citizens’

direct lawmaking power” shall be defined to include proposing or passing any law or constitutional amendment
which. if enacted. would weaken cn;lzent; powcr oflnltlatlvc weaken citizens’ power of referendum. or weaken

making it more difficult for the citizens to propose or enact laws or constitutional amendments through the
initiative. Examples of such changes include. but are not limited to. raising signature thresholds. shortening the

time allowed for signature collectlon, narrowmg allowab!e sub|ect matter, nngosmg addltlona] guallﬁcatlons or

2. Notwuthslandmg any provnsmn ofthls Constltutlon to the contrary. the ]eglslalure shall be prohlbtled from
attempting to change any citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated amendment. except in the event that eighty

percent of the House and Senate approve the change

f thi i “citizen-initi 7 fin
proposed and enacted by the initiative at any time. whether before. on. or after the effective date of this section.
(2) For the purposes of this subsection. a “citizen-initiated amendment” is defined to be a portion of this
Constitution that the people have proposed and enacted by the initiative as a constitutional amendment at any

time. whether before. on. or after the effective date of this section.

amendment means pr i sing anv_law or itutional amendment which, if enacted. would modift
repeal. or supersede any part of a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated amendment. whether explicitly or by
implication.

(4) This subsection shall not be construed to authorize the legislature to take any action prohibited by a

legislature to amend this Constitution without the direct consent of the voters as expresse referendum.
3. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary. any law or constitutional amendment put

forward by the legislature which is proposed, passed. or enacted after the effective date of this section in
wo]atlon of subsectlon | or 2 ofth1s sectlon is mlll and void. and any citizen may challenge it in court

general elegngn, cxcepl in the event that eighty pcrccnt of the Hgyse and Scnate approve a spemal electlon fo
the measure.

5. For the purposes of this section, the term “ballot measure” encompasses all measures put to a statewide vote

of the people. whcther changmg the laws or changing this Conqmutlon For the purposes of this section. “eighty

least el nt f Sen h separa rove.

6. Notwithstandmg any provision of this Constitution to the contrary. there is established an independent
citizens’ commission responsible for preparing every ballot summary and ensuring every ballot summary is
clear, unblased fair, and accurate, as descrlbed below

Commi ion on Ballo C‘itl ns”

(2) All members of the commission shall be residents and registered voters of the state of Missouri. Except as
otherwise specifically provided in this section. no state official. no member of the General Assembly, no active
[udge of any court, no employee of thc statc or any of its mstltutlons boards commlssmns agencies or other

emplgxee Qf any pglmca] party. and no lgbbylst as def‘ngd by law shall serve as a member of the cgmmlgmgn,
No immediate family member of any person ineligible for service on the commission under the provisions of
this subdivision shall serve on the commission. The phrase “immediate family” means the parents. spouse.
siblings. children, or dependent relative of the person, whether or not living in the same household.
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(a) The chief election official of the state. as determined by law or by this Constitution. shall administer an
application process in the following manner:
(i) By December 15 of each vear of a general election. and no earlier than November 15 of that vear, the chief
electlon official shall mail applications for commissmner to a minimum of one-half of one percent of Missouri

the largest renresentat:on in the legislature (hereinafter in this section. "major parties"). or identify with any




other established political party under state law (hereinafter in this section. “minor party™). or do not identify
with any political party. If an applicant identifies with a party. the applicant shall identify which party the
appllcant identifies WIth The anp]:catlon shall additionally dlsplav the oath of office administered to

and whcthcr the applicant meets the qualifications in subdwmon (2) of this subsection based solely on the
information contained in the application. If the application is incomplete. the chief election official shall notify
the appllcant if 130551b]c If the apphc'mt is not qualified. the 'lrmhcatlon shall be relcctcd

absence thereof.
(v) Starting on the second Tuesday of each year following a general election. the chief election official shall
ma:l additlonal apnl[callons for commissioner on a weekly basis to a mmlmum of one- lemh of one Derccnt of

each of the two major parties have submitted completed applications and at least one hundred twentv qualifyving
applicants who identifv with a minor party or do not identify with any political party have submitted completed
applications, for a total of at least three hundred twenty completed and qualifying applications.

(vi) Only individuals who are randomly selected by the chief election official to receive applications by mail in

(vii) Each selection. of anv sort. Wthh is reqmrcd by any part of this section to be made randomly or bv lot
shall be made in a publicly observable way and in such a way as to let the public verify bevond any doubt that
the selectlon is truly random

[

following a general election. By February 21 of each year following a general election. the chief election

official shall provide all completed and qualifying applications to the chief justice of the supreme court.
(b) By March 7 of each vear following a general election, the chief justice of the supreme court shall:

(i) Select, from all completed and qualifving applications. eighty candidates from each pool of major-party

cross-section of the commumtv so that the combined set of all c‘lndtdatcs reflects to the greatest extent possible
the full population of the state. including but not limited to rural. urban. and suburban participation.
(ii) Submit the selected candidates to the chief election official. the majority leader of the Senate, the minority

a2 Q v . -

Representatives.
(c) By March 21 of each vear following a general election. the majority leader of the Senate. the minority leader

of the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives. and the minority leader of the House of
Representatives shall be permitted to each strike ten candidates from any pool or pools. up to a maximum of

1 | stri fi isl

(d) By March 28 of each vear following a gencral election, the chief election official shall select commissioners

by randomly drawing two names from each of the two pools of remaining candidates identifving with a major
party. and three names from the pool of remaining minor-party or no-party candidates.

(e) Bv ADnl 14 of each vear followmz a general election, the selected commissioners qhall review the pools of
i he remaini 1Missi ; I ioner

two pools of remaining candidates identifving with a major party. and two commissioners from the pool of

remaining minor-party and no-party candidates. These remaining commissioners shall be chosen in a manner

that ensures the commission reflects to the greatest extent possible the full population of the state. including but

not Inmtcd to rural, urban, and suburban participation. The appomtment of each rcm’umng_commissmner shall

iv hrough

of the two major parties and at least one afﬁnnatwc vote bv a minor-party or no- Dartv commissioner. If. for any
seat on the commission. no candidate receives the minimum required votes. the chief election official shall fill
the vacancy within five days by randomly drawing a name from the remaining qualifving candidates in the

appropriate selection pool,
(4) Except as provided below. the term of office of each member of the commission expires upon the

appointment of the final member of the succeeding commission. If a commissioner's seat becomes vacant for
any reason. the chief election official shall fill the vacancy within five days by randomly drawing a name from

the remaining qualifying candidates in the selection pool from which the original commissioner was selected. A
- A : wi

(a) Death or mental incapacity of the commissioner;

(b) The chief election official's receipt of the commissioner's written resignation;

(c) The commissioner’s absence from a cumulative total of three meetings of the commission;

(d) The commissioner ceases to be qualified to serve as a commissioner under subdivision (2) of this

f'ndmg substantial neglect of dutv. gross misconduct in Oﬁ'ce or mabllltv to dlscharac the duties of office.




(5) The chief election official shall be secretary of the commission without vote. and in that capacity shall
furnish. under the direction of the commission. all technical and legal services that the commission deems
necessary. The commission shall elect its own chairperson. The commission has the sole power to make its own
rules of procedure,

If the chief election i er official or ' i ai rm a duty require r
this subsection by the date required. the chief justice of the supreme court shall assume all duties assigned to

said official by this subsection until either said official is replaced by a successor or else the month of the next
general election concludes whlchever happens ﬁrst

be recmded and the record of its decisions shall be readily available to any member of‘the public w1thout

charge.
(8) Subsequcnt to April 21, 2027. the commission shall have sole and exclusive authority to consider and adopt

W|thout‘; s ntlal fi rmattm errors. The commissi n‘;hall ensure that each ballot summa ita tq is as

clear, unbiased. fair, and accurate as possible. The term “ballot summary” refers to the summary statement that

is placed on the ballot, that is posted in each polling place next to the sample ballot, and that explains what a
vote for and what a vote against a ballot measure represcnts Thc ba][ot summary does not mclude any fiscal

lu i ] itl iscal
nmarv unless extent otherwise rov1d law.
9) When a citizen petitioner submits a filing giving notice of an initiative petition or referendum petition

intended for circulation. they shall submit with such filing a proposed ballot summary. which shall be
considered by the commission. Slmllarlv. when thc legislature orders a referendum the legislature shall submit

bv a cmzen p_etmoner or order by the legislature. thc most senior profesmgnal staﬂ‘ member emploxed by the

legislature for the purpose of drafting or aiding in the drafting of bills shall submit a separate proposed ballot

summary. which shall be considered by the commission. provided such staff member is selected for
employmcnt by a committee of the leals]ature consisting Of no more than a bare majority ofmembers from one

!.I(

equired t nstitute ajority.
(10) The commission shall begin its consideration of each ballot measure by publishing the proposed summaries
submitted under subdivision (9) of this subsection.

(11) Following pub]lcatlon of the initial Droposed summarles anv commlssmncr mav Dronose one alternative

commissioner may either:
(a) Submit a new proposed ballot summary. if that commissioner does not currently have a proposal under

consideration; or
(b) Submit a modified version of their existing proposal. which shall immediately replace their previous

proposal,
(12) Each commissioner may maintain no more than one proposed ballot summary at any time. If any language
proposed by a commissioner was in whole or in part provided by. informed by. or developed in coordination

with anyone other than the commissioner. in writing or otherwise. the commissioner shall disclose the identity
of the natural DErson Or persons who were the ori gma] source of the language along wnh any and all

nv su 1 ements.

(13) The final ten days of the period ending forty-eight days following the legislature ordering a referendum or

a citizen petitioner submitting a filing giving notice of an initiative petition or referendum petition intended for

circulation shall be designated as the final ten-day period for public comment and final voting on proposed

commissioner proposals. shall be subject to the following adoptlon procedure:
(a) During the commission's weekly virtual meetings, commissioners may present new or replacement

proposals up until the start of the final ten-day period described in subdivision (13).
lacemen 11 f the final ten- ri in

weekly virtual meetings.
(c) Upon the start of the final ten-day period. all current proposals shall be published for public comment. The

public shall have the opportunity to submit comments on the proposals during this period. which the
commission sha]l consider bcfore the final vote.

no later, Commlssmners may allocate scores from zero to one hundred nomts with the same score nermltted for

multiple proposals. Each commissioner's score submission shall include both an original notarized copy
retained by the commissioner and a certified copy provided to the commission. To facilitate efficient tabulation,

commissioners mmddltlonallv submit their scores elcctromcally through the commlssmn s dcsmnatcd secure

[ L Dr lectr 1bmissi 1
1'equircment of notarized and certified copies. In the event of any discrepancy between the electronic submission
and the notarized and certified copies. the notarized and certified copies shall control.




(e) After the deadline for commissioners to submit their scores. the proposal with the highest total sum of scores
from all commissioners shall be adopted as the final ballot summary. In the event of a tie. the chief election
official shall resolve the tie by lot.

i nan n tl i nmissi
be made public record.
(15) The commission shall. in every instance. certify a ballot summary no later than forty-eight days following
the legislature ordering a referendum or a citizen petitioner submitting a filing giving notice of an initiative
petition or referendum petition intended for circulation, except that anv such deadline which otherwise would

r prior n hal ferr Tu

legislature.
(17) No commissioner shall receive compensation for the provision of lobbying services or political consulting

services. nor shall any former commissioner receive compensation for the provision of such services during the
il il 2 et e = - _ :
by an elected official of the state during their service on the commission, nor shall any former commissioner be

appointed to any office by an elected official of the state during the twelve months subsequent to their service
on_the commission.

(18) No person or entity seeking to influence commissioners’ official actions shall directly or indirectly offer

ot bl ; Blei | Fyal — |

the fourth degree by blood or marriage.

(19) The commission shall conduct all of its business at open meetings. which shall be virtual and shall occur

once per week. as needed. Nine commissioners. including at least one commissioner from each selection pool.
hall : il : hall , Th — hall id bli -

of its meetings at least seven days in advance. The commission shall use technology to provide

contemporaneous public observation of and participation in all meetings.

(20) Records of the commission shall be public records and subject to generally applicable state laws governing

public access to public records. including the Sunshine Law. Each commissioner is the custodian of records

issioner. The chief i i | ian for all
records relating to the commission.
(21) Proceedings of the commission shall be public meetings subject to generally applicable state laws
governing public access to public meetings. including the Sunshine Law. Open public meetings of commission

proceedings shall be subject to recording by citizens. so long as the proceedings are not materially disrupted.

;e . o) y

and necessary expenses. The legislature shall not set conditions on commissioners’ eligibility for such
compensation or otherwise seek to influence commissioners’ use of the powers granted them bv this section.
(23) The powers granted to the commission are not subject to the control or approval of the legislature, and are
exclusively reserved to the commission. The commission. and all of its responsibilities. operations, and

i 1bje han rganizati reassignm r
abrogated in any manner whatsoever, by the legislature. No other body shall be established by law to perform
functions that are the same or similar to those granted to the commission in this section.
7. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the people shall have the power to directly
enact. by majority of votes cast thereon. laws and amendments proposed by initiative petition and relating to

. . - : n : . ;

prohibited by this Constitution as of December 31. 2024, with signatures from five percent of the legal voters in
each of two-thirds of Missouri's congressional districts sufficient to propose a law, and with signatures from
eight percent of the legal voters in each of two-thirds of Missouri’s congressional districts sufficient to propose
an amendment. the number of signatures required calculated based on the total vote for governor at the general

8. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary. the people shall have the power to order
by petition a referendum on any act of the legislature (except as to laws necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace. health or safety, and laws making appropriations for the current expenses of
the state government, for the maintenance of state institutions and for the support of public schools). with

2 ¥
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sufficien I 1 ' the number of signatures requi alculated bas vote for
governor at the general election last preceding the filing of any petition.

9. If any provision of subsections 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. or 8 of this section or the application thereof to anyone or to
any circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of those provisions and the application of such provisions to

others or other circumstances shall not be affected thereby.






