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115.121. General election, when held—primary election, when held—general mu-
nicipal election day defined—special election to incur debt for certain purposes.—
1. The general election day shall be the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November
of even-numbered years.

2. The primary election day shall be the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August
of even-numbered years.

3. The election day for the election of political subdivision and special district officers
shall be the first Tuesday after the first Monday in April each year; and shall be known as
the general municipal election day.

4. In addition to the primary election day provided for in subsection 2 of this section, for
the year 2003, the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August, 2003, also shall be a pri-
mary election day for the purpose of permitting school districts and other political subdivi-
sions of Missouri to incur debt in accordance with the provisions of article VI, section 26(a)
through 26(g) of the Missouri Constitution, with the approval of four-sevenths of the eligi-
ble voters of such school district or other political subdivision voting thereon, to provide
funds for the acquisition, construction, equipping, improving, restoration, and furnishing
of facilities to replace, repair, reconstruct, reequip, restore, and refurnish facilities damaged,
destroyed, or lost due to severe weather, including, without limitation, windstorms, hail
storms, flooding, tornadic winds, rainstorms and the like which occurred during the month
of April or May, 2003.

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 of section 115.125, the officer or
agency calling an election on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of August, 2003, shall
notify the election authorities responsible for conducting the election not later than 5:00
p.m. on the sixth Tuesday prior to the election. For purposes of any such election, all refer-
ences in section 115.125 to the tenth Tuesday prior to such election shall be deemed to refer
to the sixth Tuesday prior to such election.

6. In addition to the general election day provided for in subsection 1 of this section, for
the year 2009 the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November shall be a general elec-
tion day for the purpose of permitting school districts to incur debt in accordance with the
provisions of article VI, section 26(a) through 26(g) of the Missouri Constitution, with the
approval of four-sevenths of the eligible voters of such school district, to provide funds for
school districts to acquire, construct, equip, improve, restore, and furnish public school fa-
cilities in accordance with the provisions of Section 54F of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as amended, which provides for qualified school construction bonds and the provi-
sions of Section 54AA of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, which provides
for build America bonds, as well as in accordance with the provisions of Section 103 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, which provides for traditional government
bonds. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 6.001, A.L. 1978 H.B. 971, A.L. 1993 S.B. 31, A.L. 1997 H.B. 734, A.L. 2003 S.B. 686, A.L. 2009
S.B. 291) 

Effective 7-13-09 

115.156. Voter registration application request, absent uniformed services and over-
seas voters.—1. The secretary of state shall establish procedures for absent uniformed serv-
ices voters and overseas voters to request, by mail or electronically, that voter registration
applications be sent to the voter, and to request that such voter registration applications be
sent by mail or electronically in the preferred method of transmission designated by the
voter. The secretary of state shall designate not less than one means of electronic commu-
nication for use by absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters to request voter reg-
istration applications and to send such voter registration applications.



2. No election authority shall refuse to accept and process any otherwise valid voter reg-
istration application submitted by an absent uniformed services voter or an overseas voter
solely on the basis of restrictions on paper type. 
(L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.163. Precinct register required—voter identification cards, procedures and
uses—list of registered voters available, fee.—1. Each election authority shall use the Mis-
souri voter registration system established by section 115.158 to prepare a list of legally reg-
istered voters for each precinct. The list shall be arranged alphabetically or by street address
as the election authority determines and shall be known as the precinct register. The precinct
registers shall be kept by the election authority in a secure place, except when given to elec-
tion judges for use at an election. Except as provided in subsection 2 of section 115.157, all
registration records shall be open to inspection by the public at all reasonable times.

2. A new precinct register shall be prepared by the election authority prior to each elec-
tion.

3. The election authority shall send to each voter, except those who registered by mail
and have not voted, a voter identification card no later than ninety days prior to the date of
a primary or general election for federal office, unless the voter has received such a card dur-
ing the preceding six months. The election authority shall send to each voter who registered
by mail and has not voted the verification notice required under section 115.155 no later than
ninety days prior to the date of a primary or general election for federal office. The voter
identification card shall contain the voter’s name, address, and precinct. The card also shall
inform the voter of the personal identification requirement in section 115.427 and may also
contain other voting information at the discretion of the election authority. The voter iden-
tification card shall be sent to a voter, except those who registered by mail and have not
voted, after a new registration or a change of address. If any voter, except those who regis-
tered by mail and have not voted, shall lose his voter identification card, he may request a
new one from the election authority. The voter identification card authorized pursuant to this
section may be used as a canvass of voters in lieu of the provisions set out in sections
115.179 to 115.193. Except as provided in subsection 2 of section 115.157, anyone, upon
request and payment of a reasonable fee, may obtain a printout, list and/or computer tape
of those newly registered voters or voters deleted from the voting rolls, since the last can-
vass or updating of the rolls. The election authority may authorize the use of the postal serv-
ice contractors under the federal National Change of Address program to identify those
voters whose address is not correct on the voter registration records. The election authority
shall not be required to mail a voter registration card to those voters whose addresses are in-
correct. Confirmation notices to such voters required by section 115.193 shall be sent to
the corrected address provided by the National Change of Address program. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 7.085, A.L. 1983 S.B. 234, A.L. 1985 H.B. 620, A.L. 1986 H.B. 1471, et al., A.L. 1997 S.B. 132,
A.L. 2002 S.B. 675, A.L. 2006 S.B. 1014 & 730, A.L. 2009 H.B. 709) 

115.177. Registrations in effect January 1, 1978, to remain valid, exception.—Noth-
ing in this subchapter shall be construed in any way as interfering with or discontinuing
any person’s valid registration which is in effect on January 1, 1978, until such time as the
person is required to transfer his registration or to reregister under the provisions of sections
115.001 to 115.641 and section 51.460. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 7.180, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1965) 

115.278. Absentee ballot application request, absent uniformed services and over-
seas voters.—The secretary of state shall establish procedures for absent uniformed serv-



ices voters and overseas voters to request, by mail or electronically, that absentee ballot ap-
plications be sent to the voter, and to request that such absentee ballot applications be sent
by mail or electronically in the preferred method of transmission designated by the voter.
The secretary of state shall designate not less than one means of electronic communication
for use by absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters to request absentee ballot
applications, to send such absentee ballot applications, and to provide related voting, bal-
loting, and election information to such voters. 
(L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.279. Application for absentee ballot, how made.—1. Application for an absentee
ballot may be made by the applicant in person, or by mail, or for the applicant, in person,
by his or her guardian or a relative within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity.
The election authority shall accept applications by facsimile transmission within the limits
of its telecommunications capacity.

2. Each application shall be made to the election authority of the jurisdiction in which
the person is or would be registered. Each application shall be in writing and shall state the
applicant’s name, address at which he or she is or would be registered, his or her reason for
voting an absentee ballot, the address to which the ballot is to be mailed, if mailing is re-
quested, and for absent uniformed services and overseas applicants, the applicant’s email ad-
dress if electronic transmission is requested. Each application to vote in a primary election
shall also state which ballot the applicant wishes to receive. If any application fails to des-
ignate a ballot, the election authority shall, within three working days after receiving the ap-
plication, notify the applicant by mail that it will be unable to deliver an absentee ballot
until the applicant designates which political party ballot he or she wishes to receive. If the
applicant does not respond to the request for political party designation, the election au-
thority is authorized to provide the voter with that part of the ballot for which no political
party designation is required.

3. Except as provided in subsection 3 of section 115.281, all applications for absentee
ballots received prior to the sixth Tuesday before an election shall be stored at the office of
the election authority until such time as the applications are processed in accordance with
section 115.281. No application for an absentee ballot received in the office of the election
authority by mail, by facsimile transmission or by a guardian or relative after 5:00 p.m. on
the Wednesday immediately prior to the election shall be accepted by any election author-
ity. No application for an absentee ballot submitted by the applicant in person after 5:00
p.m. on the day before the election shall be accepted by any election authority, except as pro-
vided in subsections 6, 8 and 9 of this section.

4. Each application for an absentee ballot shall be signed by the applicant or, if the ap-
plication is made by a guardian or relative pursuant to this section, the application shall be
signed by the guardian or relative, who shall note on the application his or her relationship
to the applicant. If an applicant, guardian or relative is blind, unable to read or write the
English language or physically incapable of signing the application, he or she shall sign by
mark, witnessed by the signature of an election official or person of his or her own choos-
ing. Any person who knowingly makes, delivers or mails a fraudulent absentee ballot ap-
plication shall be guilty of a class one election offense.

5. (1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any resident of the state of Missouri who
resides outside the boundaries of the United States or who is on active duty with the armed
forces of the United States or members of their immediate family living with them may re-
quest an absentee ballot for both the primary and subsequent general election with one ap-
plication.



(2) The election authority shall provide each absent uniformed services voter and each
overseas voter who submits a voter registration application or an absentee ballot request, if
the election authority rejects the application or request, with the reasons for the rejection.

(3) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, if a standard oath regarding material
misstatements of fact is adopted for uniformed and overseas voters pursuant to the Help
America Vote Act of 2002, the election authority shall accept such oath for voter registra-
tion, absentee ballot, or other election-related materials.

(4) Not later than sixty days after the date of each regularly scheduled general election
for federal office, each election authority which administered the election shall submit to the
secretary of state in a format prescribed by the secretary a report on the combined number
of absentee ballots transmitted to, and returned by, absent uniformed services voters and
overseas voters for the election. The secretary shall submit to the Election Assistance Com-
mission a combined report of such information not later than ninety days after the date of
each regularly scheduled general election for federal office and in a standardized format
developed by the commission pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002. The secre-
tary shall make the report available to the general public.

(5) As used in this section, the terms “absent uniformed services voter” and “overseas
voter” shall have the meaning prescribed in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6.

6. An application for an absentee ballot by a new resident, as defined in section 115.275,
shall be submitted in person by the applicant in the office of the election authority in the elec-
tion jurisdiction in which such applicant resides. The application shall be received by the
election authority no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election. Such application shall
be in the form of an affidavit, executed in duplicate in the presence of the election author-
ity or any authorized officer of the election authority, and in substantially the following
form:

“STATE OF..........................

COUNTY OF........................., ss. 

I,......................................, do solemnly swear that: 

(1) Before becoming a resident of this state, I resided at .............................................. (residence address) in
............................ (town, township, village or city) of ................................. County in the state of
.........................................; 

(2) I moved to this state after the last day to register to vote in such general presidential election and I am now
residing in the county of ........................................., state of Missouri; 

(3) I believe I am entitled pursuant to the laws of this state to vote in the presidential election to be held November
......., .......... (year); 

(4) I hereby make application for a presidential and vice presidential ballot. I have not voted and shall not vote
other than by this ballot at such election. 

Signed ............................. 

(Applicant) 

......................................... 

(Residence Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ............ day of ................, ......

Signed ............................. 

(Title and name of officer authorized to administer oaths)” 

7. The election authority in whose office an application is filed pursuant to subsection 6
of this section shall immediately send a duplicate of such application to the appropriate of-



ficial of the state in which the new resident applicant last resided and shall file the original
of such application in its office.

8. An application for an absentee ballot by an intrastate new resident, as defined in sec-
tion 115.275, shall be made in person by the applicant in the office of the election author-
ity in the election jurisdiction in which such applicant resides. The application shall be
received by the election authority no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election. Such
application shall be in the form of an affidavit, executed in duplicate in the presence of the
election authority or an authorized officer of the election authority, and in substantially the
following form:

“STATE OF ........................ 

COUNTY OF ......................, ss. 

I, ......................................, do solemnly swear that: 

(1) Before becoming a resident of this election jurisdiction, I resided at ........................... (residence address) in
........................ (town, township, village or city) of ............................ county in the state of ......................................; 

(2) I moved to this election jurisdiction after the last day to register to vote in such election; 

(3) I believe I am entitled pursuant to the laws of this state to vote in the election to be held ........................
(date); 

(4) I hereby make application for an absentee ballot for candidates and issues on which I am entitled to vote pur-
suant to the laws of this state. I have not voted and shall not vote other than by this ballot at such election. 

Signed ....................... 

(Applicant) 

................................... 

(Residence Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ............... day of ................, .........

Signed ....................... 

(Title and name of officer authorized to administer oaths)” 

9. An application for an absentee ballot by an interstate former resident, as defined in sec-
tion 115.275, shall be received in the office of the election authority where the applicant was
formerly registered by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday immediately prior to the election, un-
less the application is made in person by the applicant in the office of the election author-
ity, in which case such application shall be made no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the
election. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 9.010, A.L. 1988 H.B. 933, et al., A.L. 1995 H.B. 484, et al., A.L. 1996 H.B. 1557 & 1489, A.L.
1997 S.B. 132, A.L. 2002 S.B. 675, A.L. 2003 H.B. 511, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.281. Absentee ballots to be printed, when.—1. Except as provided in subsection
3 of this section, not later than the sixth Tuesday prior to each election, or within fourteen
days after candidates’ names or questions are certified pursuant to section 115.125, the elec-
tion authority shall cause to have printed and made available a sufficient quantity of absen-
tee ballots, ballot envelopes and mailing envelopes. As soon as possible after the proper
officer calls a special state or county election, the election authority shall cause to have
printed and made available a sufficient quantity of absentee ballots, ballot envelopes and
mailing envelopes.



2. All absentee ballots for an election shall be in the same form as the official ballots for
the election, except that in lieu of the words “Official Ballot” at the top of the ballot, the
words “Official Absentee Ballot” shall appear.

3. Not later than forty-five days before each general, primary, and special election for fed-
eral office, the election authority shall cause to have printed and made available a sufficient
quantity of absentee ballots, ballot envelopes, and mailing envelopes for absent uniformed
services voters and overseas voters and shall begin transmitting such ballots to absent uni-
formed services and overseas voters who have submitted an absentee ballot application. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 9.015, A.L. 1983 S.B. 234, A.L. 1984 S.B. 682, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.287. Absentee ballot, how delivered.—1. Upon receipt of a signed application for
an absentee ballot and if satisfied the applicant is entitled to vote by absentee ballot, the
election authority shall, within three working days after receiving the application, or if ab-
sentee ballots are not available at the time the application is received, within five working
days after they become available, deliver to the voter an absentee ballot, ballot envelope
and such instructions as are necessary for the applicant to vote. Delivery shall be made to
the voter personally in the office of the election authority or by bipartisan teams appointed
by the election authority, or by first class, registered, or certified mail at the discretion of the
election authority, or in the case of absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters, by
electronic transmission if electronic transmission is requested by the voter. Where the elec-
tion authority is a county clerk, the members of bipartisan teams representing the political
party other than that of county clerk shall be selected from a list of persons submitted to the
county clerk by the county chairman of that party. If no list is provided by the time that ab-
sentee ballots are to be made available, the county clerk may select a person or persons
from lists provided in accordance with section 115.087. If the election authority is not sat-
isfied that any applicant is entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it shall not deliver an absen-
tee ballot to the applicant. Within three working days of receiving such an application, the
election authority shall notify the applicant and state the reason he or she is not entitled to
vote by absentee ballot. The applicant may appeal the decision of the election authority to
the circuit court in the manner provided in section 115.223*.

2. If, after 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before an election, any voter from the jurisdic-
tion has become hospitalized, becomes confined due to illness or injury, or is confined in
an adult boarding facility, intermediate care facility, residential care facility, or skilled nurs-
ing facility, as defined in section 198.006, in the county in which the jurisdiction is located
or in the jurisdiction or an adjacent election authority within the same county, the election
authority shall appoint a team to deliver, witness the signing of and return the voter’s ap-
plication and deliver, witness the voting of and return the voter’s absentee ballot. In coun-
ties with a charter form of government and in cities not within a county, and in each city
which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, and is situated in more than one county,
if the election authority receives ten or more applications for absentee ballots from the same
address it may appoint a team to deliver and witness the voting and return of absentee bal-
lots by voters residing at that address, except when such addresses are for an apartment
building or other structure wherein individual living units are located, each of which has its
own separate cooking facilities. Each team appointed pursuant to this subsection shall con-
sist of two registered voters, one from each major political party. Both members of any team
appointed pursuant to this subsection shall be present during the delivery, signing or voting
and return of any application or absentee ballot signed or voted pursuant to this subsection.

3. On the mailing and ballot envelopes for each applicant in federal service, the election
authority shall stamp prominently in black the words “FEDERAL BALLOT, STATE OF
MISSOURI” and “U.S. Postage Paid, 39 U.S.C. 3406”.



4. No information which encourages a vote for or against a candidate or issue shall be
provided to any voter with an absentee ballot. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 9.030, A.L. 1982 S.B. 526, A.L. 1983 S.B. 234, A.L. 1985 H.B. 620, A.L. 1988 H.B. 933, et al.,
A.L. 2002 S.B. 675, A.L. 2003 H.B. 511, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

*Section 115.223 was repealed by S.B. 1014 & 730, 2006. 

115.291. Confidentiality of applications for absentee ballots, list available to au-
thorized persons free—certain cities and counties, special provisions, violations,
penalty—fax, transmission may be used to deliver or return ballot, when.—1. Upon re-
ceiving an absentee ballot in person or by mail, the voter shall mark the ballot in secret,
place the ballot in the ballot envelope, seal the envelope and fill out the statement on the bal-
lot envelope. The affidavit of each person voting an absentee ballot shall be subscribed and
sworn to before the election official receiving the ballot, a notary public or other officer au-
thorized by law to administer oaths, unless the voter is voting absentee due to incapacity or
confinement due to the provisions of section 115.284, illness or physical disability, or the
voter is an absent uniformed services voter or an overseas voter. If the voter is blind, unable
to read or write the English language, or physically incapable of voting the ballot, the voter
may be assisted by a person of the voter’s own choosing. Any person assisting a voter who
is not entitled to such assistance, and any person who assists a voter and in any manner co-
erces or initiates a request or a suggestion that the voter vote for or against or refrain from
voting on any question, ticket or candidate, shall be guilty of a class one election offense.
If, upon counting, challenge or election contest, it is ascertained that any absentee ballot was
voted with unlawful assistance, the ballot shall be rejected.

2. Except as provided in subsection 4 of this section, each absentee ballot shall be re-
turned to the election authority in the ballot envelope and shall only be returned by the voter
in person, or in person by a relative of the voter who is within the second degree of con-
sanguinity or affinity, by mail or registered carrier or by a team of deputy election authori-
ties; except that persons in federal service, when sent from a location determined by the
secretary of state to be inaccessible on election day, shall be allowed to return their absen-
tee ballots cast by use of facsimile transmission or under a program approved by the De-
partment of Defense for electronic transmission of election materials.

3. In cases of an emergency declared by the President of the United States or the gover-
nor of this state where the conduct of an election may be affected, the secretary of state may
provide for the delivery and return of absentee ballots by use of a facsimile transmission de-
vice or system. Any rule promulgated pursuant to this subsection shall apply to a class or
classes of voters as provided for by the secretary of state.

4. No election authority shall refuse to accept and process any otherwise valid marked
absentee ballot submitted in any manner by an absent uniformed services voter or overseas
voter solely on the basis of restrictions on envelope type.

5. As provided in the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act, the secretary of
state shall, in coordination with local election authorities, develop a free access system by
which an absent uniformed services voter or overseas voter may determine whether the
voter’s absentee ballot has been received by the appropriate election authority. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 § 9.040, A.L. 1983 S.B. 234, A.L. 1993 H.B. 551 & 552 merged with S.B. 31, A.L. 1996 H.B. 1557
& 1489, A.L. 2002 S.B. 675, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.292. Special write-in absentee ballot for persons in military service or remote
areas for all officers, forms—write-in ballot to be replaced by regular ballot, when, ef-
fect.—1. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a qualified absentee voter
may apply for a special write-in absentee ballot within eighty days of a special, primary, or



general election for federal office. Such a ballot shall be for voting for all offices being con-
tested at such election.

2. A qualified absentee voter applying for a special write-in absentee ballot pursuant to
this section shall apply to the local election authority of the area which contains his last res-
idence in this state for such ballot. The application for a special write-in absentee ballot
may be made on the federal postcard application form, by letter, or on a form provided by
the local election authority.

3. Upon receipt of the application, the election authority shall issue a special write-in ab-
sentee ballot. Such ballot shall permit the voter to cast a ballot by writing in a party prefer-
ence for each office, the names of specific candidates, or the names of persons whom the
voter prefers. 

4. The election authority shall issue a regular absentee ballot as soon as such ballots are
available. If both the regular absentee ballot and the special write-in absentee ballot are re-
turned, the regular absentee ballot shall be counted and the special write-in absentee ballot
shall be voided.

5. The special write-in absentee ballot provided for in this section shall be used instead
of the federal write-in absentee ballot in general, special, and primary elections for federal
office as authorized in Title 42, U.S.C. Section 1973ff-2(e), as amended. 
(L. 1988 H.B. 933, et al., A.L. 1993 S.B. 31, A.L. 2003 H.B. 511, A.L. 2010 H.B. 1524 & 2260) 

115.364. Previously disqualified candidate not eligible for selection by party nom-
inating committee.—If a candidate has been previously disqualified as a candidate for an
office on the primary election ballot, that individual shall not be selected by a party nomi-
nating committee as a candidate for nomination to the same office on the same primary
election ballot or as a candidate for the same office on the corresponding general election
ballot. If a candidate has been previously disqualified as a candidate for an office on the gen-
eral election ballot, that individual shall not be selected by a party nominating committee
as a candidate for the same office on the same general election ballot. 
(L. 2010 S.B. 844) 

15 CSR 30-10.110 Manual Recount 

PURPOSE: This rule provides a method for the election authority, the secretary of state
and the general public to compare electronically tabulated vote results with manual re-
counts of selected races and ballot issues in certain election precincts.

(1) Definitions.
(A) County—whenever the word county is used in this rule, it includes the cities of St.

Louis and Kansas City. 
(B) Precinct—the election authority, at his/her discretion, may consider polling sites

containing more than one (1) precinct to be counted as a single precinct for all purposes of
this rule.

(2) Prior to the certification of the election results, the accuracy certification team shall
randomly select not less than five percent (5%) of all election precincts through the use of
a random drawing, but not less than one (1) precinct, in order to conduct a manual recount
of selected contested races and ballot issues in the selected precinct(s). Random selection
of the precincts shall be open to any member of the public, and the election authority shall
notify the public of the time and place of the selection process no later than forty-eight (48)
hours prior to the beginning of the selection process by posting a notice in a prominent



place, which is easily accessible to the public and clearly designated for that purpose, at the
principal office of the election authority.

(3) Recount of the randomly selected precinct(s) shall be conducted in the following
manner:

(A) The election authority shall select not less than one (1) manual recount team made
up of not less than two (2) persons selected from lists as outlined in 15 CSR 30-10.040(6)
except when an election authority is a board of election commissioners, the election au-
thority may designate persons of its own choosing. Each person so appointed shall have the
qualifications of and take the oath of office prescribed for election judges in section 115.091,
RSMo. The election authority may utilize the accuracy certification team selected in 15
CSR 30-10.040;

(B) For the selected precinct(s), the manual recount team shall unseal the appropriate bal-
lot containers and manually recount certain randomly selected contested races and ballot is-
sues; and

(C) One (1) contested race or ballot issue to be manually recounted shall be randomly
selected from each of the following categories, where applicable: 

1. Presidential and Vice-Presidential electors, United States senate candidates and state-
wide candidates; 

2. State-wide ballot issues;
3. United States representative candidates and state general assembly candidates; 
4. Partisan circuit and associate circuit judge candidates and all nonpartisan judicial re-

tention candidates; 
5. In addition to the candidates and issues previously listed, the manual recount team

shall select not less than one (1) contested race or ballot issue from all political subdivi-
sions and special districts, including the county, in the selected precinct(s); and 

6. In addition to the candidates and issues previously listed, the manual recount team
shall select all races in which the margin of victory between the two (2) top candidates is
equal to or less than one-half of one percent (0.5%) of the number of votes cast for the of-
fice or issue.

(4) If the results of the manual recount of the selected races and ballot issues differ by
more than one-half of one percent (0.5%) from the results of the electronically tabulated vote
results, the manual recount team shall immediately notify the election authority, who shall
investigate the causes of any discrepancy and resolve any discrepancies prior to the date of
certification set forth in section 115.507, RSMo.

(5) The secretary of state, at his/her sole discretion, and upon the showing of good cause
by an election authority not less than three (3) weeks prior to the date of an election, may
waive the manual recount requirement for any political subdivision or special district hold-
ing an election on the election date.

(6) Upon completion of the manual recount, the manual recount team shall reseal the bal-
lots and other support materials in the appropriate containers. The results of the manual re-
count shall be reported on certificates provided by the secretary of state. One (1) copy shall
be filed with the secretary of state within four (4) weeks of the election date and one (1) copy
shall be filed with the public records of the election.

(7) The secretary of state may make grant funds available to reimburse election author-
ities for the cost of conducting manual recounts under section (2) and paragraph (3)(C)6. of
this rule.

AUTHORITY: section 115.225.1., RSMo Supp. 2008.* Original rule filed Jan. 3, 1990, effective March 26, 1990.
Emergency amendment filed Sept. 15, 2008, effective Sept. 25, 2008, expired March 23, 2009. Amended: Filed Sept.
15, 2008, effective March 30, 2009 *Original authority: 115.225, RSMo 1977, amended 1993, 1995, 2002, 2006.




