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“I respectfully request that you authorize me to
organize [African Americans] in companies under
white officers to be selected by me [from] among
the meritorious soldiers of my command. I suppose
e e e there are enough of such negroes in this district for
Lieutenant Colonel C. W. Marsh, July 4, 1863 one Regiment.
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I will, if such authority is given to me, see that no
persons are enlisted, or, being enlisted, are
mustered, who are the slaves of loyal men.”
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W. F. Yates of Richmond, Missouri to M. V. Sinclair
of Georgetown, Kentucky, February 23, 1864.
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